
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:  

 

Snape et al. (2014): Exploring perceived barriers, drivers, impacts and the need for evaluation 
of public involvement in health and social care research: a modified Delphi study 

 
 
1. This paper explores the topic of public involvement, which is defined as participation 

of members of the public in research beyond just being ‘subjects’ and actually being 
involved in the research process.  

� Did you feel that the researchers of this paper successfully employed public 

involvement in this study? Do you feel that the level of PI in this study is 

higher compared to research that you have worked on or have 

encountered?   
 

 
2. Disagreement between different stakeholder groups is “seen as an inevitable 

consequence of collaborative working.”  (pg 6) 
� Having different perspectives can be beneficial because it results in diverse 

input. In a collaborative research setting, why do you think involving 

different stakeholder groups has resulted in tensions?  
� What are some steps researchers can take in order to prevent these 

tensions from rising?  
 
 

3. One of the highlights of this paper is the prevalence of PI tokenism in health 
research and how tokenistic practice in this setting is a self-fulfilling prophecy.  

� “The no value perception put forward by the academic community should 
not be interpreted as PI not having value but rather as a reflection of the way 
in which academics themselves practiced PI—that is tokenistically” (pg 8) 

� “…the value of PI was made more difficult by tokenistic practice, since the 
impact of PI is highly dependent on the quality of its conduct and on the 
openness and clarity with which it is reported.” (pg 9)   

� Briefly describe how PI tokenism leads to PI being undervalued and how 

this is a self-fulfilling prophecy.  

� Figure 2 illustrates the cycle of the self-fulfilling prophecy of PI tokenism. In 

your opinion, intercepting which part of the cycle would be the most 

effective in breaking the PI tokenism cycle?  Propose a strategy in which 

this part of the cycle could be prevented.  
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